Head Spring, core built ca.1774 by John Reiley; alterations 1840 by Riely [sic] heirs
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The tract of land known as Head Spring was part of George Washington’s Bullskin plantation established beginning in 1750.  By 1752, Washington owned over 2,000 acres on Bullskin Run, the land worked by slaves and administered by an overseer or farm manager.  In 1758 the overseer was Christopher Hardwick, who reported monthly to GW on the farm operations (George Washington Papers, Library of Congress).  In the 1760s it appears that GW determined to begin leasing out part of the plantation and other lands he owned in mostly 200-acre farm lots – the earliest recorded in the Frederick County deed books was in March 1769 to Abraham Swanger (FC DB 13/6), David Rankin (FC DB 13/8), Anthony Gholson (FC DB 13/10), William Peterson (FC DB 13/12), and Jacob Fry (FC DB 13/15).  George Washington later wrote in a letter about his tenant farming plan:
Two things induced me to Lease my Lands in small tenements; the first was to accommodate weak handed people who were not able to purchase, thereby inviting and encouraging a number of useful Husbandmen and Mechanicks to settle among us.  The other, that I might have them restored to me at the expiration of the term for wch. they were granted, in good order and well improved.  One step towards which was to prevent a shift of property without my consent, and a covenant was inserted in the Leases accordingly (Feb. 25, 1784, Letter to Dolphin Drew, in Writings of George Washington, p. 344).
In 1769, George Washington granted a lease of 200 acres to William Peterson, “Beginning in the Center of the head Spring’s of Bullskin…”  The rent was £6 per year, but the first payment wasn’t due until December 25, 1772.   The lease period was “for and during the Natural Lives of him the said William Peterson, Rachel his Wife & Thomas Peterson his Brother.” Imbedded in the three-page lease agreement were specific requirements for Peterson to follow during his tenancy:
…[he] shall not Tend or suffer to be Tended…above a full & sufficient crop for six able working Hands in any one year, that is to say, such Hands as are generally allowed & acknowledged (in Virginia) to be full Sharers in a Crop…
…if at any Time any Timber fit for Carpenters or Coopers use or Rails should be cut down in Clearing ground or other wise [,] the Same Shall be worked up before any more shall be cut…

…[he] shall & will within the Space of Ten years at furthest from the Date hereof Build or cause to be Built on some Convenient part of the Hereby demised Land & premises a Dwelling House at Least Sixteen feet Square of good framed work or of Logs well sawed or Hewed with a chimney of Stone & Also a good Barn Forty feet Long & Twenty wide or other Houses & Building Equal thereto…
…[he] will also within the before mentioned Space of Ten years plant on some Convenient part of the hereby Demised Land & Premises an orchard of one Hundred winter apple Trees at Thirty feet Distance every way from each other and one Hundred peach Trees at Sixteen feet Distance every way from each other, and keep the same always…fenced in Secured from Horses Cattle and other creatures…
And finally, that Peterson “…Doth covenant, promise & agree to and with the said George Washington that no assignment Transferrance[sic] or other Conveyance whatsoever of the hereby Demised Land & premises or any part thereof shall be made by the said William Peterson…to any Person or persons whatsoever without the consent of the said George Washington…” (FC DB 13/12).
Neighboring GW lease-holders Anthony Gholson, David Rankin, Jacob Fry, and Abraham Swanger witnessed the Peterson lease agreement.

William Peterson apparently did not fulfill his obligations, at least to the extent that he did not pay his initial rent due in December 1772, and apparently he assigned his lease to John Reiley (Riley) without the consent of Washington.  In a February 4, 1773 letter George Washington wrote to his brother Samuel:

If you should have an opportunity, I shall be much obliged to you for giving my Tenants notice, that they will save themselves, & me, a good deal of trouble by paying their Rents between this and the first of March, as the next application after that, will be made to them by the Sheriff; as I am determind for the time to come, to have the Rents regularly paid – the two Lotts above Kennedy’s, originally Granted to Peterson & Fry but conveyd contrary to an express Covenant in the Leases Since, to whom I know not, have Rents due on them. (The Papers of George Washinton Digital Edition, ed. Theodore J. Crackel, Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, Rotunda, 2008; the editor notes that the Fry lease was assigned to Moses Collett)
On December 28th, 1773, William Patterson finally paid his £6 rent, the amount entered into George Washington’s ledger book noting “To Rent of a Lott Leas’d him, containing 200 Acres at the head of the S. Fork of Bullskin” (GW Ledger Book 2, page 71, GW Papers, Library of Congress).  Immediately following was an entry for “Mr. John Reiley – Tenant Berkeley” dated December 25, 1773, “To Rent of the Lott Leased Wm Peterson….£6” (Ibid).  Presumably Reiley paid for his occupation of the land during the year 1773.  

George Washington and John Reiley entered into an official lease agreement for the 200-acre Peterson “Lott” on March 12, 1774, “during the Lives of the said John Reiley and James Rieley and Alexander Ryley his sons and the life of the longest liver of them…” (BC DB 2/356).  The lease was witnessed by John McCormick, Stephen Collet, William Bartlett, and George Riely [sic].  John Reiley’s lease was slightly different from Peterson’s.  He was allowed to have one “Sub or under Tenant” on the land and he had only seven years within which to build the house and barn, indicating that Peterson had likely not made any improvements in his short tenancy.  There was another requirement in addition to the planting of the orchards, that “five acres…shall be Sown with and laid Down in good English grass and the same or the like Quantity of acres of grass of the same kind on some other part of the Demised Land shall always during the said Term be kept in Meadow well fenced in and Secured.” (Ibid) The annual rent remained at £6.  Reiley dutifully paid on his account on December 25th, 1774 and likely continued to do so through the following years as he was known as a good tenant.  However Washington did not make any new entries into the Reiley account until 1784 – following GW’s return from the Revolutionary War – when he recorded £60 paid “from the year 1774 to this date.” The last payment entered was on December 25, 1785 for £6 (GW Ledger Bk 2, page 71, LoC). 

In September of 1785, George Washington sent a “List of Tenants” on his lands in Berkeley, Fauquier, and Loudoun Counties to his “rental agent” Battaile Muse (The Papers of George Washinton Digital Edition, ed. Theodore J. Crackel, Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, Rotunda, 2008, citing it as part of the “Smith Collection” located at the Morristown National Historical Park in New Jersey).  First on the list in Berkeley County on Lot No. 1 was Mr. John Reiley.  There were nine lease lots in all in Berkeley, the largest being Lot No. 9 listed under the tenancy of Mr. Francis Whiting Esqr.  All of the tenants were shown to be in arrears on their rent because Washington had not yet be made aware of payments made during the Revolution to his brother Samuel, to Lund Washington, and to Lewis Lemart (Ibid, editor’s notes).
   
Although John Reiley remained in the Washington account books, his estate was appraised recorded in Berkeley County in 1779 (BC WB 1/167, as cited in Rice, p. 58 – I need to check this reference).  On the Berkeley County personal property tax records for 1784, Robert Throckmorton’s list included two George Rieleys each assessed for one white male, horses and cattle.  From 1783 through 1791, George Riely [sic] was assessed for 200 acres of land in Berkeley County but no John, James, or Alexander Reiley.  Oddly, beginning in 1792, it was again John Reiley who was assessed for 200 acres.  This may actually have been a mistake and was supposed to be James Reiley, as in 1798, on the Berkeley County house tax, James Riley was listed as the occupant of a house valued at $315 on Gen. George Washington’s land.  And again in 1800, it was James Riley [sic] who was assessed for the 200 acres on the Berkeley County land tax.  In 1804, Alexander Riley, apparently the youngest and the “longest liver” of the three, was assessed for the 200 acres now in Jefferson County.
General George Washington, as he was always referred to in the county records, died in 1799.  In his will he included a “Schedule of Property…with descriptive, and explanatory notes relative thereto.” For his property in Berkeley County he listed 1,600 acres on the “So. fork of Bullskin,” 453 acres at the “Head of Evans’s [Evitt’s] M[arsh],” and 183 acres “On Wormeley’s line.” Washington described these tracts as “not superior in Soil,” with a value given at $20-$30 per acre.  He instructed his executors to sell the properties intended to be sold after the death of his wife Martha (http://gwpaper.virginia.edu/documents/will.html).  Martha Washington died in 1802.  On January 28, 1803 the executors advertised a series of public sales of the various tracts, including “In Jefferson County, Virginia, the Tract on the noted run Bull-Skin,” the sale to take place on the 19th of March, 1803 (Berkeley & Jefferson Intelligencer).  Perhaps to facilitate the sale, William McPherson was engaged to survey the property in 1803, dividing it into five lots (see attached plat).
By a deed dated August 1, 1804 Burdett Ashton Jun. became the owner of over 1,000 acres of George Washington’s Bullskin land.  His purchase included one tract of 400 acres, comprised of the two leaseholds “now in possession of Jno. Riely and John Dimmit,” a tract of 359 acres “adjoining the above mentioned tract…in the possession of John Bryan and Thomas Griggs as tenants thereof,” and a tract of 301 acres occupied by Gabriel Greenfield adjoining Robert Baylor (Wheatland) (JC DB 3/95).  On the 12th of March, 1805, Ashton obtained a mortgage on the property with the Washington executors for $9,410.20 (JC DB 3/25).
It appears that Ashton defaulted on his loan sometime before 1809 when a Chancery Court in Richmond ordered the land be sold at public sale.  James Calhoun, Jr. of Baltimore became the purchaser of the former Washington tracts in 1809 [there should be a sale ad for this somewhere] and in 1812 he sold to Alexander Riley the 200-acre leasehold, “whereon the said Alexander Riley now resides,” for $1,260 (JC DB 7/161).  The tract had, by this time, been occupied by the Riley (Reiley) family for 40 years. 
Riley’s small log dwelling house was not listed on the 1815 Jefferson County special house tax because it surely did not meet the minimum value of $500 ($315 in 1798).  In 1820, when the tax assessor began separately listing the building values, Alexander Riley’s house and farm buildings had a total value of $100.  He was listed on the 1820 census record between John Throckmorton and Warner Throckmorton.  Riley was a farmer over the age of 45.  There were no females in his household however there were five young males – one under age 9, two 10-15, one 16-18, and one 19-25 (possibly a laborer).  Alexander Riley also owned 19 slaves in 1820.

Despite living in a house with five other males and owning a relatively large number of slaves, Riley’s $100 building value on his relatively small 200-acre farm remained unchanged throughout the 1830s.  By 1834 Alexander Riley was deceased.  His will, although never probated, reportedly devised his land equally among his four sons (referenced in JC DB 25/134).  The 1834 land tax for the Alexander Riley heirs listed the 200-acre home farm but another 248-acre tract was added, located adjoining John and Joseph Smith (Aylmere), with no building value.  About 1840, the Riley heirs made improvements on the home farm, appearing on the 1841 tax record with a building value of $750, a jump of $650 but without comment from the assessor as to what the improvements were.
The improvements occurred about the same time as the death of James W. Riely [sic] one of the four brothers.  In 1841, following James Riely’s decease, the two tracts were divided among the three surviving brothers John P., Edwin A., and George H. Riely, by casting lots.  The home farm was called the “Bullskin Tract” while the second tract of land was called the “Mouser Tract” (JC DB 25/159; see attached plats).  George received most of the Mouser tract (Lot No. 3, 202 acres with buildings – his assessment in 1842 had “$700 added for new building”) valued at $18,000, while John and Edwin received equal shares (Lot No. 1 and 2, 141 acres each) of the Bullskin tract valued at $12,000, plus smaller parcels in the Mouser tract.  It was John who got the Bullskin Lot No. 1 with the buildings at the head spring.  By 1842, John P. Riely was deceased and Edwin and George settled the division with George on the Mouser tract and Edwin on the Bullskin tract (JC DB 26/245-246).
Edwin P. Riley [sic] was an adventurer and apparently a light-hearted soul.  In 1849 he wrote his will, “being about to visit California in search of Gold Dust, and where possibly I may become dust myself” (JC WB 12/312).  This proved to be prophetic as he did indeed die and his will was probated in 1850.  The farm was to be equally divided among his three children, Harriet C., Mary Courtney, and Benjamin F., who were still quite young.  In 1869, the three heirs divided the farm into two tracts.  George, who died unmarried, and Harriet C. (Riely) Bonham shared a 93-acre parcel including the buildings, while their sister Mary, who lived in Clark County, got the southern “half” of the farm with 133 acres (JC DB 4/376).  In 1955, the 93-acre Head Spring Farm passed out of the Riely (Reiley, Riley) family after 182 years of occupation when it was sold by Martha N. Bonham to Frances L. Wysong (JC DB 207/497).  The Head Spring house and adjoining 12 acres is currently owned by Cynthia Shomo-Gatto, Nakisha Fouch, and Annie Eckstein (JC DB 1009/352).
� The editor makes reference to “Battaile Muse’s accounts as GW’s rental agent, 1785-90 (MorristownNHP:Smith Collection), to miscellaneous memoranda in the Battaile Muse Papers (Duke University), and to Muse’s correspondence with GW…” (LoC)





