
Jefferson County Historic Landmarks Commission 

August 13, 2025 

Jefferson County Meeting Room 

 

Members Present: Addison Reese (Chair), Lyle Rush (Treasurer), David Carroll, John-Henry 

Dale, Leigh Koonce (Secretary), Jack Hefestay (County Commission 

Liaison) 

 

Guests Present: Jessie Norris (Middleway Conservancy), Dr. Colin Stine 

 

Ms. Reese called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

Public comment was heard from Dr. Colin Stine of Elmwood Farm who believes there may be a 

burial ground used for enslaved individuals on his farm.  He inquired if the JCHLC can provide 

any assistance.  Ms. Reese indicated there is existing funding for projects such as this and she 

will coordinate with him to begin a search in September.  Mr. Koonce moved to utilize existing 

funding for African American graveyard stabilization to explore the possibility of graves at 

Elmwood Farm.  Mr. Carroll seconded the motion which passed with an unanimous vote 

 

Public comment was heard from Jessie Norris, President of the Middleway Conservancy.  She 

reported the GeoExplorer program is once again usable.  The Civil War hospital in Middleway is 

still for sale.  Additionally, Ms. Norris asked if the JCHLC might consider hosting a workshop 

for the tax credit program for rehabbing historic homes. 

 

Mr. Rush moved to approve the minutes of the April and June meetings.  Mr. Carroll seconded 

the motion, which passed with four in favor and one abstention (Mr. Koonce who was absent 

from the June meeting). 

 

Mr. Rush reported the bank balance stood at $79,648.17, with all invoices paid.  Mr. Rush also 

reported the signature cards for the checking account have been updated.  Ms. Reese moved to 

approve the treasurer’s report and Mr. Carroll seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Ms. Reese reported a large increase in Facebook viewership has been noted. 

 

Ms. Reese reported the AmeriCorps preservation positions have been re-instated.  Elizabeth is 

with JCHLC through October and can opt to extend her time if desired. 

 

Ms. Reese reported a grant was received for the Rose Hill cemetery in Shepherdstown.   

 

Ms. Reese reported an exterminator was hired to deal with mice at the Osbourn property. 



Johnny Allen toured Duffields Depot and believes the walls need to be repointed.  He also 

suggested the shutters be fastened. 

 

Ms. Reese reported that Immediate Past Chairman Martin Burke donated $25,000 to be used 

specifically for the Duffields Depot.   Ms. Reese will pursue a well and holding tank at the 

property.  Tree work is also ongoing at Duffields. 

 

Ms. Reese reported that a state law now requires a back flow system to be present at the Peter 

Burr Farm.  She has contacted a plumbing company and will report back.  Mr. Rush moved to 

approve contracting a plumber for the project.  Ms. Reese seconded the motion, which passed 

unanimously. 

 

Ms. Reese presented a draft budget.  Mr. Koonce moved to approve the draft budget and projects 

list as presented.  Ms. Reese seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Koonce moved to approve the printing of new brochures.  Mr. Rush seconded the motion 

and it passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Koonce offered details of Doug Perks’s retirement event and gave an update of the All 

Voices Oral History project at the Old Charles Town Library. 

 

Commissioner Hefestay indicated he plans to present our minutes to his fellow Commissioners. 

 

Ms. Reese moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 pm.  Mr. Carroll seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ 

Leigh Koonce, Secretary 

Jefferson County Historic Landmarks Commission 


