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Architectural Description:   
 
 
Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church is a nineteenth-century gable-end 
building oriented northwest along Leetown Road. Its southwest facade features a two-door entry 
configuration closely associated with early Presbyterian and other Reformed Protestant churches. 
Historically, this paired-door arrangement facilitated segregated seating. Above each entry is a 
three-pane transom.  
 
The building rests on a low stone foundation and is capped with a gable roof clad in synthetic 
slate shingles, a modern replacement of the original slate shingles. The gable ends have partial 
cornice returns, alluding to a Greek Revival influence. Greek Revival architecture was popular in 
the United States from roughly 1830-1860, though its popularity remained widespread in rural 
areas into the latter end of the 19th century.. The exterior is now sheathed in vinyl siding applied 
over the original wood clapboard siding. 
 
Fenestration consists of three evenly spaced six-over-six, double-hung sash windows along each 
side elevation. In keeping with traditional Presbyterian church design, the short ends of the 
building contain no window openings. This arrangement, an open sanctuary with the pulpit 
positioned on the short wall opposite the main doors, reflects the Reformed emphasis on 
preaching as the core of worship. 
 
The interior of the sanctuary retains pressed-tin wall and ceiling coverings installed circa 1900, 
produced by the Penn Metal Ceiling and Roofing Company of Philadelphia at a cost of $500.1 
The extensive use and excellent condition of this decorative metalwork is an uncommon feature 
among Jefferson County churches. It suggests a period of renovation undertaken as the 
congregation stabilized around the turn of the twentieth century. This aesthetic enhancement was 
funded by the ladies of the church, who held “a lawn supper in the yard of their church Friday 
and Saturday evenings, July 21st and 22d [sic], 1899.”2 
 
Extending from the south elevation is a two-story, laterally oriented addition constructed in 1956 
to accommodate Sunday school classrooms and a fellowship hall. This addition reflects 
mid-twentieth-century trends in Presbyterian congregational life, which increasingly emphasized 
education, community gathering, and social functions alongside worship. The roof is a 
gray-finished 5V metal covering, and the structure is oriented west toward Bitner Lane. 
 
The west facade features a stairway leading to a single entry door, above which a one-over-one 
double-hung sash window is centered within the gable peak. The side elevations each contain 

2 “In Pulpit and Pew,” The Shepherdstown Register, July 20, 1899. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 
1 “Little Locals,” The Shepherdstown Register, July 13, 1899. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 

 



 

four evenly spaced windows: six-over-six sash at the upper level and two-over-two windows at 
the basement level. The structure is a CMU-block building clad in stone veneer in 2024. Despite 
this modification, the addition’s scale, massing, and restrained detailing remains deferential to 
the 1869 sanctuary. 
 
 
Historic Description:  
 
 
The roots of Presbyterianism in Jefferson County can be traced back to the earliest settlers of the 
Shenandoah Valley. When pioneers began moving into what is now West Virginia during the first 
decades of the 18th century, many brought with them a deep and steadfast commitment to their 
faith. Among these early settlers were dissenters from the Church of England, including 
Presbyterians, Lutherans, Quakers, and Mennonites, who sought the freedom to worship 
according to their own beliefs and traditions.  
 
According to local tradition, the first church founded in what is now West Virginia was a 
Presbyterian congregation near Shepherdstown, which was established around 1719. 
Presbyterianism continued to grow throughout the region. In 1737, Rev. William Williams began 
preaching on his plantation near Summit Point, where he established what became known as the 
Bullskin Presbyterian Church, one of the earliest organized congregations in the area.3 Records 
of the Presbytery of Donegal, dated April 2, 1740, indicate that a church building stood near the 
head of Bullskin Run, as Samuel Caven, a licentiate minister who had recently come from 
Ireland and was active in ministering to frontier settlements, was appointed “to visit Builskin on 
the third Sabbath of this inst.”4 Other early Presbyterian congregations soon followed, including 
Hopewell Church in Smithfield, organized in 1773.5  
 
Throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, itinerant ministers served these early 
Presbyterian congregations, often preaching in private homes or in shared meetinghouses. As 
settlements grew, so did the number of organized churches. Among the communities eager to 
establish their own house of worship was Kearneysville.  
 
In the early 1800s, Presbyterians living in Kearneysville made informal efforts to organize a 
local church where they could hold worship services and Sunday school.6 Although discussions 

6 Ginger Creamer, The First One Hundred Years: A History of the Kearneysville Presbyterian Church 
1869-1969, 1.  

5 Peter Groen, “Churches in Jefferson County,” Historical Jefferson County, 2025, 
https://sites.google.com/site/jcwvhistory/jefferson-county-wv-past-present/historic-churches 

4 Graham, The Planting of the Presbyterian Church, 19. 

3 James R. Graham, The Planting of the Presbyterian Church in Northern Virginia Prior to the Organization of 
Winchester Presbytery, December 4, 1794 (George F. Norton Publishing Company, 1904) 19.  

 



 

about constructing a permanent building occurred over many years, serious consideration 
appears to have begun around 1869, when plans for the Kearneysville Presbyterian Church were 
approved.7  
 
During the same period, Rev. Everett W. Bedinger, pastor of the Shepherdstown Presbyterian 
Church, frequently officiated at funerals and other gatherings in the Kearneysville area. 
Recognizing the growing interest in establishing a local congregation, Rev. Bedinger met with 
Jacob J. Miller, an elder of the Shepherdstown Church; James V. Moore, an elder of the Elk 
Branch Church; and other interested individuals to discuss plans for constructing a church in 
Kearneysville.8  
 
Their efforts culminated in the construction of “a very plain weatherboard structure” on land 
conveyed by Mr. Henry Bitner to the trustees of the Kearneysville Presbyterian Church. The 
deed, dated October 3, 1868, records the transfer, and the new house of worship was formally 
dedicated on March 7, 1869, by Rev. Dr. David Riddle of Martinsburg.9  
 
Ten charter members participated in the dedication service and in the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. On the previous day, a committee of Winchester Presbytery, consisting of Dr. Riddle, 
Rev. Bedinger, and Ruling Elder George W. Eichelberger had formally organized the 
congregation.10 The founding members were Mr. Jacob J. Miller, Mrs. Catherine Miller, Mrs. 
Eliza C. Joy, Miss Virginia Miller, Mr. Abraham S. Miller, Mr. Sol M. Miller, Mrs. Alevia 
Hamill, Mr. James V. Moore, Mrs. P. A. Moore, and Mrs. Betty Wyatt. Jacob J. Miller was 
elected as the first ruling elder.11  
 
Shortly after the founding of the church, several additional members joined the congregation. Mr. 
Thomas W. Hammond was received upon confession of faith, that is, by publicly professing his 
personal belief and becoming a communicant member for the first time, and Miss Eliza McIntyre 
and Mrs. Emma Virginia Hammond were received by certificate, transferring their membership 
from other Presbyterian congregations. By the end of its first year, four more members had 
united with the church: Mrs. Mildred Noble, Mr. George W. Seibert, Mrs. Sallie E. Seibert, and 
Miss Anna McIntyre.12  
 
In its early years, Kearneysville Presbyterian Church shared ministers with nearby 
congregations. Rev. E. W. Bedinger served from 1868 to 1870, followed by Rev. John A. Scott in 

12 Creamer, The First One Hundred Years, 2. 
11 Creamer, The First One Hundred Years, 2. 
10 West Virginia Historical Records Survey, Inventory of the Church Archives of West Virginia, 233.  
9 Creamer, The First One Hundred Years, 2. 
8 West Virginia Historical Records Survey, Inventory of the Church Archives of West Virginia, 233.  

7 West Virginia Historical Records Survey, Inventory of the Church Archives of West Virginia. Charleston, WV: 
West Virginia Historical Records Survey, 1941, 233.  

 



 

1871 and Rev. Henry C. Brown from 1873 to 1875.13 On April 27, 1876, Rev. James A. 
Armstrong began serving both the Shepherdstown and Kearneysville churches, and was formally 
installed at Kearneysville on May 23, 1880.14  
 
Throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Kearneysville Presbyterian Church 
served as a center of community life. Numerous newspaper announcements document its growth, 
leadership, and social gatherings. An article in the Martinsburg Statesman-Democrat of May 29, 
1908, reported that “Rev. Dr. Charles Ghiselin, of Shepherdstown, has taken charge of the 
Kearneysville Presbyterian Church, as stated supply.” In Presbyterian usage, a stated supply is a 
minister appointed by the presbytery to serve a congregation regularly when it does not have an 
installed pastor, meaning that Rev. Ghiselin was formally assigned to Kearneysville but was not 
its permanent pastor. However, Rev. Ghiselin had been announced as preaching at the church as 
early as December 23, 1887, in the Shepherdstown Register which indicates that his involvement 
with the Kearneysville congregation began decades earlier.15 Less than a year later, the Spirit of 
Jefferson reported that Rev. Dr. Charles Ghiselin was formally installed as pastor of the 
Kearneysville Presbyterian Church, with several neighboring ministers participating in the 
service.16  
 
Church leadership continued to evolve in the early 1900s. A 1910 report noted the ordination of 
new elders and deacons at Kearneysville Presbyterian Church, reflecting the congregation’s 
continued vitality.17 Just two years earlier, the Shepherdstown Register had mourned the passing 
of George W. Seibert, “the senior ruling elder of the Kearneysville Presbyterian Church, who for 
thirty-eight years since its organization has served the church in this office.”18  
 
The congregation also took pride in improving its facilities. In 1899, the church undertook a 
significant interior renovation project that marked an important shift in its architectural character. 
As reported in the Shepherdstown Register, “The Kearneysville Presbyterian Church has 
undertaken to renovate the interior of their house of worship at a cost of about five hundred 
dollars. They will give the work of erecting and decorating metal ceiling and side walls to the 
Penn Metal Ceiling and Roofing Company of Philadelphia.”19  
 
This renovation reflected broader stylistic and technological changes in American church 
architecture at the turn of the twentieth century. Originally built as a modest rural structure with 

19 “Little Locals,” The Shepherdstown Register, July 13, 1899. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 
18 “Resolutions of Respect,” The Shepherdstown Register, April 14, 1910. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 

17 [Officers Ordained and Installed] The Shepherdstown Register, April 5, 1910. 
https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026788. 

16 [Rev. Dr. Charles Ghiselin Installed] The Shepherdstown Register, May 4, 1909. 
https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026788. 

15 “Church Directory,” The Shepherdstown Register, December 23, 1887. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824.  
14 Creamer, The First One Hundred Years, 2. 
13 Creamer, The First One Hundred Years, 3. 

 



 

minimal exterior ornamentation, the church’s adoption of decorative pressed-metal finishes 
represented a move toward greater interior refinement and permanence. By the 1890s, embossed 
metal ceilings and wainscoting had become popular in both religious and commercial buildings, 
valued for their durability, fire resistance, and decorative potential.20 Pressed-metal interiors, 
often referred to as “tin” ceilings and walls, had been widely marketed since the 1880s as an 
affordable and fire-resistant alternative to plaster ornamentation, their patterned panels offering a 
refined aesthetic even in modest rural settings.21 The involvement of the Penn Metal Ceiling and 
Roofing Company of Philadelphia, a nationally recognized manufacturer whose 1908 catalog 
specifically advertised “metal sectional ceilings and side-wall decorations suitable for churches, 
amusement halls, hospitals, and asylums,” illustrates how even small congregations like 
Kearneysville’s sought to align themselves with contemporary architectural trends emphasizing 
craftsmanship, texture, and visual ornamentation.22  
 
Community and fellowship were always central to the church’s life. Newspaper records show 
that the Kearneysville Presbyterian congregation frequently hosted social and fundraising events. 
As early as 1887, the Sunday School held a Christmas tree celebration.23  
 
Through the late 1800s and early 1900s, the ladies’ and youth societies of the Kearneysville 
Presbyterian Church were especially active in organizing community events. Strawberry 
festivals, ice cream socials, lawn suppers, and other seasonal gatherings were held regularly, 
often to raise funds for church improvements. Among the more notable occasions were an ice 
cream festival and strawberry festival hosted at the home of Thomas W. Hammond near 
Kearneysville in 189524 and 1899.25 Other fundraisers included a lawn supper in 1896 “to raise 
money to buy books for the Sunday School library;”26 a festival in 1901 held in the church 
yard;27 and several events in 1902 to purchase new pulpit furniture.28 The spirit of fellowship 
continued well into the early twentieth century. The Ladies’ Aid and Missionary Society 
remained active, hosting socials, dinners, and seasonal celebrations that brought together both 
church members and neighbors. Events such as the 1917 Valentine Social at the home of Mrs. 

28 “Briefs,” The Shepherdstown Register, July 3, 1902. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 
27 “Little Locals,” The Shepherdstown Register, August 22, 1901. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 
26 “Lawn Supper,” The Shepherdstown Register, July 18, 1896. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84038206. 
25 “Little Locals,” The Shepherdstown Register, May 25, 1899. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 
24 “Church Festivals,” The Shepherdstown Register, May 30, 1895. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 
23 “Christmas Services,” The Shepherdstown Register, December 23, 1887. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824.  

22 Penn Metal Ceiling & Roofing Company. Metal Sectional Ceilings and Side Wall Decorations: Suitable for 
Churches, Amusement Halls, Hospitals, Asylums, Philadelphia: Penn Metal Ceiling & Roofing Company, 
1908. 

21 Mike Jackson, “The Timeless Charm of the Tin Ceiling,” Architect Magazine, September 7, 2017. 
https://www.architectmagazine.com/practice/the-timeless-charm-of-the-tin-ceiling_o. 

20 Kaaren R. Staveteig, Preservation Briefs: Historic Decorative Metal Ceilings and Walls: Use, Repair, and 
Replacement, 2017, 1. 

 



 

Kearfott29, and the 1919 chicken suppers held in Trump’s Hall reflect the congregation’s ongoing 
vitality and its close ties to the surrounding community.30 
 
The church remained a steady presence in Kearneysville, adapting to changing times while 
maintaining its role as a place of fellowship and faith. In February 2018, the Kearneysville 
Presbyterian Church officially became the Kearneysville Bible Church. The change reflected the 
congregation’s decision to move away from its Presbyterian affiliation and continue as an 
independent, Bible-based church. Committed to stewarding its historic building, the 
congregation has preserved the architectural features that make the church so unique. 
 
 
Nomination Criteria:  
 
 
Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church is nominated as a Jefferson 
County Landmark under Criterion C for architecture as a locally significant and well-preserved 
example of a nineteenth-century rural Presbyterian church embodying the distinctive 
characteristics of its type, period, and method of construction. Built in 1869, the church reflects 
vernacular interpretations of the Greek Revival style that persisted in rural West Virginia into the 
late nineteenth century. Its gable-end form, paired entry doors, symmetrical fenestration, and 
restrained exterior detailing represent a characteristic expression of Presbyterian ecclesiastical 
design in the region. 
 
The building’s two-door entry configuration is an identifiable feature of early Presbyterian 
churches, historically associated with segregated seating. This arrangement, combined with the 
absence of fenestration on the gable ends and the placement of the pulpit on the short interior 
wall opposite the entry doors, reflects core theological priorities of the Reformed tradition, in 
which the preached word, rather than ceremony, occupied the architectural and liturgical center 
of worship. These spatial and functional characteristics distinguish the building as a clear 
representative of its denominational building type. 
 
Architecturally, the church preserves the essential features that define its original 
nineteenth-century appearance. While the exterior is now clad in vinyl siding (installed over the 
original wood clapboards) and the original slate roofing has been replaced with synthetic slate 
shingles, these alterations do not obscure the building’s form, massing, fenestration pattern, or 
architectural character. The building’s integrity of design, workmanship, and materials remains 
sufficient to communicate its historic identity. 
 

30 [Chicken Dinner] The Shepherdstown Register, March 13, 1919. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 
29 “Briefs,” The Shepherdstown Register, February 8, 1917. https://lccn.loc.gov/sn84026824. 

 



 

The sanctuary’s interior contains an exceptionally intact decorative metal wall and ceiling system 
installed ca. 1900 and produced by the Penn Metal Ceiling and Roofing Company of 
Philadelphia. This extensive pressed-tin treatment is uncommon among Jefferson County 
churches and represents a significant period of interior enhancement associated with the 
congregation’s early-twentieth-century stabilization and growth. 
 
Although a two-story Sunday school and fellowship-hall addition was constructed in 1956, its 
siting, scale, and restrained design remain secondary to the historic sanctuary and do not 
diminish the architectural significance of the original building. The historic sanctuary retains 
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
 
Nomination Action: 
 
Added to the County Landmark list on December 10, 2025.  
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Figure 9. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church Sanctuary.     
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Figure 10. Interior,  Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church Sanctuary.  
Camera facing east. 

 



 

 
Figure 11. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church Sanctuary. 
Camera facing south.  

 

 
Figure 12. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church Sanctuary. 
Camera facing southwest.  

 



 

Figure 13. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church Sanctuary. Camera 
facing northeast.  

 



 

 

 
Figure 14. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church Sanctuary.  
Camera facing northwest.  

 



 

 
Figure 15. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church Sanctuary, 
pressed-tin detail behind pulpit. Camera facing northeast.  

 



 

 
Figure 16. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church Sanctuary, 
pressed-tin detail behind pulpit. Camera facing northeast.  

 



 

 
Figure 17. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church  
Sanctuary. Image displays a ground-level view, looking up at the ceiling.  
 

 
Figure 18. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church  
Sanctuary. Image displays a ground-level view, looking up at the ceiling.  

 



 

 
Figure 19. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church, Educational 
Building. Camera facing southeast. 

 



 

 

 
Figure 20. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church, Educational 
Building. Camera facing south.  

 



 

 
Figure 21. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church, Educational 
Building. Camera facing northwest.  

 



 

 
Figure 22. Interior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church, Educational 
Building. Camera facing north.  

 



 

 

 
Figure 23. Exterior, Resource #1: Kearneysville Presbyterian Church/Kearneysville Bible Church, Educational 
building. Camera facing northwest.  

 



 

 
 Figure 24. Announcement about interior renovations  in the July 13, 1899 issue of The Shepherdstown  
 Register, 3.  
 

 
 Figure 25. Announcement about a lawn supper fundraiser held by the ladies of Kearneysville Presbyterian Church   
 in the July 20, 1899 issue of The Shepherdstown Register, 3.  

 



 

 
Figure 26. Announcement about a strawberry festival fundraiser in the May 25, 1899 issue of The Shepherdstown 
Register, 3. 
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